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We love it when you select an honorific, so we can give you an old-school 
greeting in correspondence; we’re devotees of Miss Manners. But if you 
prefer none at all, that’s an option too! We want to address you however YOU 
want to be addressed.  

Is your given name Andrew, but everyone 
calls you Andy? Contrariwise, does Andy 
make you cringe? Do you have a middle 
name you prefer to your first name? Do you 
have a nickname we would never guess from 
your given name, like Bubba or Seven? Or 
perhaps you’ve chosen a name that matches 
your gender identity. Let us know what to 
call you; we really like to get that right. 

 

Has your legal name 
ever changed? If so, 
by what name(s) were 
you known before? 

 

Please be aware that if you chose not to provide 
your Social Security number on your application 
and then later apply for federal financial aid, your 
FAFSA will not reach us! You should reach out to 
our Financial Aid folks to discuss. But even if you 
provide your social security number in the 
application, please do not include it in email 
correspondence with our office; instead, please 
use your LSAC account number for identification, 
or better yet, the 8-digit UMID number we’ll send 
you shortly after we receive your application. If 
your name is as unusual as, say, Zearfoss, you 
probably don’t need any identifying number at 
all—but still, you’d be amazed at the amount of 
overlap in names within an applicant pool in a 
given year. 

 

If you have DACA status, you should select “non-resident 
alien”; name your country of citizenship; and ignore the  
optional “Visa type” question. If you wish to discuss your 
DACA status in your application, we would welcome that.  

If you have dual citizenship with the United 
States and another country, please select that 
option, and then you will have the ability to 
indicate both countries. (If you are a citizen of 
two countries, but neither is the United States, 
do not select the “dual citizen” option!) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ph&fax We often send questions or updates by email. Please provide an email address that will 
be good throughout the season—or make sure to email us promptly if you need to 
update your records. And at the risk of sounding exactly like every website in the world 
that wants to sell you something: PLEASE add law.jd.admissions@umich.edu to your 
safe-senders list, so we don't end up in your junk email. (Also, we need your assistance 
with our bank account... oh, never mind.) 

 

While the following may seem like a painfully obvious observation, we've known people to 
get confused: Please note the "NOT" in this sentence! The default mode is that people will 
contact you if you are admitted, and this question is meant to let you avoid that if you're so 
inclined. We assure you that the number of contacts will be minimal. And of course, we're 
always happy to switch a "yes" to a "no" if you get sick of hearing from us. We promise not to 
weep. Not TOO much, anyway. 

 

mailto:law.jd.admissions@umich.edu
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If, after completing your application, your current 
address will change for two months or more, 
please let us know by email to 
law.jd.admissions@umich.edu. We regret that we 
are unable to make address changes for shorter 
periods. 

 

Please note: this isn’t a question about your mailing address or 
your permanent home, but about where you are living right this 
minute! Sometimes we are wandering around the country in the 
spring, and if we know where you are, we might be able to meet 
up with you! Our drop down menu lists the top 200 largest US 
metro areas (Ann Arbor is #148!) as well as a number of the 
largest cities internationally. If none of these is correct, just 
select “other” and fill in the blank.  
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Early decision is a big commitment—we like 

to think we’re worth it, but we urge 
you to think carefully and do loads of 
research. The literal last thing we want is 
someone who has committed to attend and 
is unhappy about it.  

 

We provide a list of our many established dual-degree 
programs, but we also facilitate our students’ 
participation in any UM graduate or professional 
programs. Just select “other” and fill in the specifics.  

While we can electronically access 
applications from previous years, we 
do not routinely do so; we instead rely 
on the materials you submit for the 
current application season.  

Please remember that you will need to apply 
separately to any other program. The admissions 
processes of individual programs are administered 
completely independently, so admission to one 
program does not guarantee admission to another. 
Also, please bear in mind that different programs 
operate on different decisional timelines, and you 
may hear from one program long before you hear 
from another. Finally, if you are admitted to the 
Law School and another program, you should 
contact us ASAP if you wish to begin your JD study 
in any term other than the one specified in our 
offer of admission to you. 
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Pulitzer Prize-winning author Geraldine Brooks 
has a lot to say about the multifaceted 
meanings of the term “home”—but what we’re 
looking for is something that will populate an 
Excel cell. Please do your best to limit your 
answer to a single city and state (or province— 
and country, if not in the U.S.). 

If a parent is deceased, we still appreciate knowing 
information about their education level and occupation. 
Also: That’s awful, and we're sorry. Seriously. 

 
 

If you were raised by just one parent or guardian, you may 
choose either “not applicable” or “choose not to answer,” 
as you prefer.  

We’re interested in your self-identification. If the idea 
of “first generation college” speaks to you, check 
yes—please be assured that we’re not interested in 
quibbling over your mother’s estranged brother who 
might have gone to college. You are the best judge of 
whether this designation makes sense.  

This question applies only to Law School alumni. If 
you want us to know that your mom went to medical 
school at UM or your sister graduated from LSA, 
you’re welcome to do so—just give it to us in an 
addendum or supplemental essay instead, please. 
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Dean Zearfoss is always looking for applicants who attended her high 
school’s rival. JK! JK! Does it bother her that Kobe Bryant is the most 
famous graduate of that high school, while Wikipedia says the most 
famous graduate of HER alma mater was a misidentified suspect in the 
Boston Marathon bombing? Yes, yes it does.  

We do not need your GPA or rank 
here—or your major either! But 
this is a question that LSAC 
doesn’t let us edit, so you’re 
welcome to leave those lines 
blank.  
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Please note that Michigan does not accept the GRE or other 
tests in lieu of the LSAT, unless you are already enrolled in 
another University of Michigan graduate program.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ph&fax 

We could think of no useful guidance for this set of 
questions, but nature abhors a vacuum. We therefore 
offer up this quote from Kurt Vonnegut (in 
Wampeters, Foma & Granfalloons) for your 
consideration: “[I]t was obvious to me that I had at 
least one thing in common with Joseph Conrad: 
English was my second language. Unlike Conrad, I had 
no first language, so I went to work . . .  with pen and 
pencil and scissors and paste, to make it appear that 
speaking my native tongue and thinking about 
important matters came very easily to me.” 
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Even if you were just briefly a student or 
employee, you likely still have a uniqname and 
UMID. The University has a very long memory 
and a very large database. 

If you answer yes to this question, but some of the exceptions apply to you, the 
University initially will classify you as a nonresident by default. We will send you an 
explanatory letter and a form that will allow you to apply for in-state tuition. This 
initial classification is not a final determination, so don’t think you’re forever labeled 
a nonresident. In fact, please be assured that because we’ve seen this issue many 
times before, we are, even prior to an official University determination, quite likely 
to recognize that you qualify for in-state tuition if that is in fact the case. Finally, 
because the in-state classification process is wholly separate from our admissions 
process, you can complete your law school application prior to beginning the in-state 
application process—the two processes will proceed independently of each other.  

 

 

At the risk of being tiresome, we want 
to emphasize this point: If you have a 
Wolverine Access record and it is 
inconsistent with the information you 
provide in your application, there will 
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We are not unaware of racial inequities in law 
enforcement and we have endeavored to 
frame this question narrowly.  

For an extended discussion of what happens when you check "no" 
but the answer is actually "yes," please take a look at the A2Z blog on 
our website and search for "cover-up." If you need a little guidance, 
please feel free to contact us by phone at 734.764.0537 or by email 
at law.jd.admissions@umich.edu.  

 
 

By “details," we mean the facts of 
what occurred—not just data 
points like the date and specific 
charge and so forth, but a 
narrative. We’d really like to 
understand the complete story.  

 

Don’t be dissuaded from applying because you have to check 
“yes.” Context and explanations matter—a LOT. We look for 
candor and thoughtfulness in your response. For a longer 
discussion about how a “yes” answer affects your application 
review, please check out episode 6 of the A2Z vlog.   

 

https://michigan.law.umich.edu/admissions-a2z-blog/cover-always-problem
mailto:law.jd.admissions@umich.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-pV9Ua-D84


 

 

 

 

 

 

ph&fax The people who will read or make a decision on your application will not 
see your answer to these questions.  

If you prefer not to provide this 
information, please select “choose 
not to answer.”   

If you want to provide some contextual information for your answer, 
please do so here. If you would like to provide more detail than is possible 
in the space available, you should feel free to provide an addendum.  
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Please read this certification carefully, and 
contact us if you have any questions at all.  

In the words of Leon Botstein, President of 
Bard College: “It is only in the cultivation of 
human experience—our capacity to think, 
to link the mind with the heart in writing, 
imagining, and creating—that we will 
remain free in an AI-dominated universe. 
Our affections, our desire to interact with 
one another—to dream, alone and with 
others—cannot be supplanted.” AI has 
many uses, but your goal for your essays 
should be to put your full humanity on 
display!  
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A one-page résumé sometimes lacks detail—about extracurricular activities, outside 
interests, hours devoted to particular endeavors, etc. We always like to know more, 
more, MORE. So if you need the elbow room, feel free to expand as needed (while 
still exercising your editorial sensibilities!). 

 

We really like to know what our 
applicants are doing, so if you’re not 
currently enrolled in school, please, 
please be sure to specify how you're 
spending your days. If you don’t tell us, 
we have two options: either we have to 
contact you to ask and then wait for you 
to answer (which impedes our efforts at 
super-efficient decision making), or we 
just have to proceed on the assumption 
that you’re doing something slightly 
sketchy. And we are very imaginative. 

 

Do you build model airplanes? Are you an 
ace poker player? Can you run a 6-minute 
mile? We don't/aren't/ can't, so this strikes 
us as intriguing and impressive. We really 
are interested in what you do when you’re 
not working as much as what you do when 
you are working. 
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We like big fonts and we cannot lie.  

We often get asked, “What should I write about in my personal statement?” 
Unfortunately, the truthful answer is, “I don’t know.” After all, we don’t know you yet! 
But we take the personal statement very seriously, so please spend time thinking about 
what you most want us to know about you—more than any other part of our process, 
this is where we glean the answer to, “Why do we want to admit you?” For more 
guidance, check out episodes 2, 4, and 12 of the A2Z vlog.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-G0nnTJw_fw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2oosdNEX-gQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qzv9ellioBA
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Please, please, please.  
Thank you.  

Supplemental essays can be very helpful in our review process. While they are by no means required (certainly, 
many applicants are admitted without them–hence the “optional” designation!), we often get a completely new 
and helpful perspective from their more targeted focus. We offer a wide variety of choices in the hope that you 
will be able to select a topic that “speaks” to you.  
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Sometimes applicants just need a few more sentences 
to provide context or to tie everything together, and 
there’s no obvious place elsewhere. Here’s where to 
put those last little tidbits.  
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